
 
 

 
A guide to the Newspaper 
collections 

 
 



The Newspaper Collections 
The newspaper collections held by the library are primarily available online.  Most of our 
newspapers are in English language and comprise mainly of the ‘broadsheet’, so-called quality 
papers which have been long-established.  The online collection is accessible to members 
onsite, and remotely signing in to Catalyst via their devices.  
 
Print newspapers 
We hold few print newspapers, but those we do hold, are located in  the Upper Basement in 
The Times Room. These include a small print collection of rare newspapers. We do not hold 
the entire runs of these newspapers, only a few sample papers. 
 
The Times in print and other formats 
A daily print copy of The Times is held in the Reading Room from Monday to Saturday. It is 
part of our reference material and can only be consulted in the Reading Room and must not 
be taken elsewhere in the library. The library also holds bound print copies of The Times in The 
Times Room located in the Basement. There you will also find holdings of The Times in 
microfilm format (for volumes not held in hard copy) as well as print version of the indexes. 
The Times Digital Archive is also available online via the catalogue Catalyst once members 
sign in.  
 
Rare newspapers 
The library has a small collection of rare print newspapers. These are not full runs of any 
publication but rather a few issues from specific dates.  Please ask staff at the Issue Desk for 
further information.  
When you search Catalyst, you will see dates under the title. These dates do not denote the 
library’s holdings, but the period the title was published.  



 
 

For example, the Daily Mail was first published in 1896, but our holdings for this newspaper 
are only for the issue published 1st December 1936.  Also, the Evening News was published 
initially between 1881 – 1980, but we only have 1st December 1936 in our holdings. 

 
Online newspapers accessed via Catalyst 
The library subscribes to a wide number of online newspapers through individual archives for 
specific titles and databases.  To access any of the newspapers the library subscribes to 
remotely or from your device, you must sign into the library’s online catalogue, Catalyst. If 
you have not yet registered to use Catalyst in this way, please go to  Signing up for the new 
Catalyst. To search Catalyst for the newspapers we subscribe to, go to 
https://catalyst.londonlibrary.co.uk/discovery/search?vid=44LON_INST:LondonLib. 
 
From the Catalyst homepage (below), select the eResources – Newspaper and Journals 
tile.  This will take you directly to the list of newspaper databases to which the Library 
subscribes and the holdings. 
 

https://www.londonlibrary.co.uk/catalyst-sign-up
https://www.londonlibrary.co.uk/catalyst-sign-up
https://catalyst.londonlibrary.co.uk/discovery/search?vid=44LON_INST:LondonLib


 
 
The newspaper databases are primarily archived holdings, that is past or older newspapers of 
particular publications. Once you select a newspaper database, you can opt to conduct either 
a basic or advanced search of the newspaper’s issues. Advanced searches are useful if you are 
searching for a specific the date, and perhaps the title or keywords from the article you are 
searching for.  
 



 
 
These are some of the most popular online newspaper sites to which the Library subscribes: 
 
British Newspaper Archive (BNA)  
This database gives access to the British Library’s digitised collection of local and regional 
newspapers. Please note, that it does not include the national tabloids such as the Daily Mail, 
The Sun or Daily Mirror (although you may find the odd article).  Unlike other resources, in 
addition to being signed in on the Library's homepage you will need to register separately on 
the British Newspaper Archive website in order to view your search results. 
Registration is a very simple process and need only be done once. 
Gale Newspapers 



Gale has several online platforms that allow access to both historical and more recent editions 
of newspapers. To access the databases to which the Library subscribes you will need to sign 
into Catalyst. 
 
Gale OneFile: News 
 Access to recent editions of The Times, The Sunday Times, The New York Times, The 
Guardian and The Observer. 
 
Gales’ Artemis 
A single place to search all the Gale databases to which the library subscribes. 
 
Sunday Times Digital Archive 
A complete digital archive covering the period 1822 to 2006 
 
The Telegraph Historical Archive 
A complete digital archive covering the period 1855 to 2016 
 
Times Digital Archive 
A complete digital archive covering the period 1785 to 2019 
  
Newsvault 
A single place to search all the Gale newspaper databases to which the Library subscribes. You 
can also cross-search across several publications.  
 
 
 
 
 
How to search Gale databases 



Gale databases all work in a similar way. You can conduct a basic search using the search that 
initially appears when you go to the resource: 
 

 
 
Alternatively, if you wish to find a specific article or search for more details, it is best to use 
the Advanced Search option which is just below the search bar on the left. 
 

 
 



This will return abstracts of relevant articles. Select and click on the article title to view the full 
article. 
 

 
 
You can opt to click on the Keyword Preview to check if it has the relevant theme you are 
looking for, or click on the title to view the entire article. 
 
 
 
 
 
Other online newspaper resources 



 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers 
The library subscribes to the historical archives for The Guardian and The Observer via 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers. The search function for these archives is similar to Gale, 
with an advanced search option. 
 
The database is a complete digital archive covering the period 1791 to 2003. For historical 
reference The Guardian was founded in Manchester 1821 and was originally known as the 
Manchester Guardian, becoming The Guardian in 1959. The Observer was founded in 1791 
and is the oldest English language newspaper to have a Sunday edition.  
 

 
 
The advanced search option allows you to cross search across both newspapers 
simultaneously. Please note that the search options do not include The Observer Sunday 
Colour Supplement. 
 
17th-18th Century Burney collection 
Another Gale resource (in collaboration with the British Library) that holds a vast array of 
resources, including newspapers from the 17th and 18th century. The year of publication is 
indicated in bold.  Publications include:  
 

• Public Advertiser (3,843) 
• Morning Chronicle (1770) (2,660) 
• The Morning Post (2,114) 
• Gazetteer and New Daily Advertiser (2,058) 

http://lonlib.idm.oclc.org/login?auth=saml&url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/lonlib?db=BBCN


• The London Evening Post (2,006) 
• St. James's Chronicle or the British Evening Post (1,996) 
• Morning Herald (1,569) 
• Whitehall Evening Post (1770) (1,548) 
• Daily Advertiser (1,491) 
• The General Evening Post (1,383) 
• London Chronicle (1,317) 
• World (1,079) 
• Lloyd's Evening Post (947) 
• The Daily Post (788) 
• The Daily Journal (718) 
• The Oracle (698) 
• Star and Evening Advertiser (1788) (681) 
• The Daily Courant (652) 
• True Briton (1793) (619) 
• Courier (532) 
• Grub Street Journal (417) 
• Diary or Woodfall's Register (399) 
• Middlesex Journal (375) 
• Times (361) 
• The Daily Gazetteer (345) 
• The Sun (324) 
• Public Ledger (316) 
• General Advertiser (1744) (307) 
• Weekly Journal, or British Gazetteer (271) 
• Gazetteer and London Daily Advertiser (229) 
• London Daily Post, and General Advertiser (210) 
• Read's Weekly Journal, or British Gazetteer (202) 
• London Journal (1720) (199) 



• Evening Mail (189) 
• Weekly Miscellany (181) 
• London Packet or New Evening Post (174) 
• London Courant (1745) (173) 
• The Country Journal, or the Craftsman (167) 
• The Post Boy (145) 
• Universal Spectator and Weekly Journal (136) 
• Bath Chronicle (119) 
• London Daily Advertiser and Literary Gazette (119) 
• General Advertiser and Morning Intelligencer (115) 
• Parker's General Advertiser and Morning Intelligencer (105) 
• Craftsman or Say's Weekly Journal (104) 
• Felix Farley's Bristol Journal (104) 
• British Journal (102) 
• Weekly Journal or Saturday's Post (102) 
• Penny London Post or The Morning Advertiser (100) 
• Evening Post (1709) (93) 

 
If you have any questions about how to search the print and online newspaper collections, 
please ask staff at the Issue Desk, or email returns.desk@londonlibrary.co.uk . 

mailto:returns.desk@londonlibrary.co.uk

